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JOE’S JOURNAL
As we enter into 2009, a new year, while there are many uncertainties, there are some things on which we can depend. 
God is still in charge, and when we walk with Him, He will work for our good. Romans 8:28 The New Year holds 
blessings for us. We rejoice in recent additions to our church family. On Sunday, December 7, 2008, Violet Skirvin was 
baptized into Christ. On Sunday, January 4, 2009, Ken and Joyce Lanham placed membership with the congregation. 
Welcome to the family! 
 The year ahead provides new opportunities. Beginning January 4, our Bible Classes meet at 9:30 am with no 
opening exercise. Go directly to class. This will give more time in Bible study. The adult class is presently in a Bible 
Survey study, meeting in the fellowship hall.  
 We will be meeting again soon with Mark Roseberry, concerning plans for a building addition which will include 
a new kitchen, rest rooms, fellowship hall, and the rearranging of some classrooms and office space. You are welcome to 
attend this meeting, date to be announced. The church is blessed when we have a vision for the future. Proverbs 29:18 
says, “Where there is no vision, the people perish.” KJV  
 The following was adapted from an article in “Capital Voice”.  

1. Realize that each of us was put on this earth for a purpose – we were not “just born”. James 1:5, Eph. 5:17 
2. Adopt a positive attitude. Set and work toward a goal. Believe that the best is about to come your way –that 

something exciting is just around the corner.  
3. Pray simply, directly, frequently and, above all, sincerely. Pray for strength to do your appointed tasks each day, 

wisdom to make the right decisions, patience to do all things to the best of our ability, and guidance to shape your 
life for the future. Matt. 9:29 

4. Reevaluate your progress at periodic intervals. If you have tried a particular course of action several times and 
failed, perhaps God doesn’t want you to follow that course of action. Have faith in God to direct you. Isa. 30:21 

5. Be patient. James 1:4 
 
 We look forward to meeting you around the Lord’s Table in worship.  

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>><<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
The following sketch of the church was drawn by Dana Van Winkle Beutel in 2007.  Dana was baptized 
when she was attending Paynesville Christian Church during her childhood. She is actively serving the 

Lord. Thank you, Dana.  
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



MOVIN’ ON~~The church building was beautifully 
decorated and many persons helped with the placement 
and the dismantling of the Christmas decorations. At the 
present time, the building is being cleaned by those who 
have selected a month for that purpose. In the past, 
mostly two or three persons prepared the communion 
trays. Anyone may select a month for that task. A policy 
handbook is being considered. Songs and scripture for a 
baptism program are needed. A suggestion was made to 
have a wheelchair on the premises. If anyone has 
knowledge of a used one or one which might be donated, 
please make contact. A new trustee is needed as Janice 
Hardy Stanley has resigned that position.  

/ 
CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS & ACTVITIES 

 On December 5th, the bimonthly fellowship 
dinner was held and enjoyed by many.  The Lexington 
Christian Church invited the members to participate in a 
community Christmas Program on December 14th. The 
Choir under the direction of Judy Wheeler sang a few 
selections from its Cantata.  The traditional Christmas 
pageant with children reenacting the birth of Christ was 
held the morning of December 21. Candlelight Services 
were well attended the evening of December 22. It was a 
very inspirational service which included the Lord’s 
Supper. Several members shared their musical talents 
and readings. We thank all who were involved in any of 
these programs which made them a success.  
 The traditional Christmas Love Donation was 
given to World Mission Builders of which Jim Bowyer, 
former minister, is affiliated. The total was $185.00. 
There were three food deliveries and a new donation, 
Manger Gift.  
 Missing in all these activities were the ladies’ 
Christmas party and nursing home visit with gifts. That 
is a sad commentary as the visits brought great joy to the 
participants and the recipients. As the Aide had been 
giving the birthday/anniversary money to CRADLE, the 
decision at the business meeting was to continue that 
practice. Linda Sutherland will collect and give those 
funds to CRADLE.   
_____________________________________________ 
Paynesville Christmas Church 
% Jonita Hardy 
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FROM THE CORNERSTONE:  
 The following is taken from the New Washington Courier. 

My New Year Prayer 
from Mother’s Magazine 

January, 1925 
I do not ask that either wealth or fame shall be my 
portion down life’s troubled way;  
I only ask that there be giveth to me the needful strength 
for work from day to day.  
Just strength that with the morning’s fresh, sweet dawn I 
may arise, and fully rested be, renewed my mind and 
body so that I may do the waiting day’s work cheerily;  
The strength to meet the fretting little cares and trials, so 
prone to vex, with sunny smile and grace to say the 
gentle kindly word  to those I love and patient be the 
while; The grace to let the hasty, angry tone go by 
unheeded, and to ever be so strong, that in confusion and 
distress I shall be helpful, 

Yet go quietly. 
@@@ 

Sympathy is extended to the families of: Harold Kinman, 
Donald Youngblood, Doris Bower, Joni Self, Ed Spray, Billie 
Daniels, Lowell Hardy (Maurice Hardy’s son), Shirley 
Mayberry.  
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SERVICE  

IS THE RENT WE PAY FOR THE SPACE WE 
OCCUPY ON EARTH. 

 
LORD’S DAY SERVICES 

  9:30 AM BIBLE STUDY, No opening services 
10:30 AM WORSHIP SERVICE & JUNIOR CHURCH 

 
MARCH 1, SONSHINERS QUARTET, SOUP SUPPER AT 

5:30 PM AND CONCERT AT 6:30 PM. 
______________________________________________________________ 
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PCC Connections  
Website: www.paynesvillechristianchurch.com
   
 Bro Joe McKay, PO Box 157, Henryville, IN, 
47126, Ph. 812.294.4891 or  
cell phone: 812.725.5730 
Or return address on this letter.  


