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Louise Tarkington expresses this in a poem:

“l wish that there were some wonderful place

Called the Land of Beginning Again,

Where all our mistakes and all our heartaches

And all of our poor selfish grief

Could be dropped like a shabby old coat at the door

And never put on again.....”

The beginning of a new year gives us an opportunity to look back and look ahead. We long for a new start, a
chance to do better. But this doesn’t come through our will alone. It has to come from a higher source. Only in Christ can
we have “Newness of life.” Only He can restore the image of God in us. The Bible says, “Therefore, if anyone is in
Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone; the new has come!”

Many good “new” things are happening in the life of the congregation here at Paynesville. The new direction for
involvement expressed through the response for the “Opportunities of Service” was tremendous. God can use a people
who “have mind to work”. New Baptisms-Savannah Kay Stultz, twin sister Shelby Lynn Shultz, and Zachary Shultz were
baptized into Christ on Christmas Eve Sunday. They are the grandchildren of Doug and Sharon Huckleberry, New
Baptism Robes- are being made by Sharon Huckleberry. New Movie Nights- for the youth-Thanks, Loren and Debbie
Bair. New Pew Cushions- for auditorium seating are being planned. New Choir-Judy Wheeler will be leading in preparing
for a church choir. New Opportunities to Invite- folks to the special Gospel Concert with the Sonshiners, who will be
with us on Sunday evening March 4. Meal at 5 pm and Concert at 6 pm.

I believe there is a new spirit in the life of the congregation here and | believe that God will bless us in the days
ahead. To God be the glory! Joe

IN MEMORIAM

It is with deep sorrow that our oldest member, Gwen Bowman, passed away on Tuesday, January 9, 2007.

Gwen was 90 years old having been born on April 8, 1916. He was a life long mechanic and liked sporty cars. He had
been a life long member of the congregation and served as a Deacon. Bro John Penn performed the ordination services for
the deaconship on November 10, 1985. Gwen attended services regularly and continued an active life, even mowing his
own yard with a push mower. He is survived by his children: Judy Boley, Nancy Bowman-Denton, Jeffrey Bowman,
Bruce Bowman, Lynn Bowman, four grandsons, three granddaughters, and three great grandchildren. Also, his brother
Verlin lives in Salem and sister, Ruth lives in Mills, Wyoming. The funeral services were held at the church on Saturday,
January 13, 2007 with burial in Mt Zion Cemetery. Bro Joe McKay conducted the services. His parents were Amos and
Stella Maddex Bowman. His mother became a member of the church by baptism in 1927 and his father was a deacon.
Gwen’s maternal grandfather, John Maddex, was an elder and a founding disciple.

TRIBUTES
Gwen Bowman, A Faithful Servant

On Tuesday, January 9, the Lord called Gwen Bowman home. He was 90 years of age (oldest active member of
the congregation), and lived in the community all his life. He accepted Christ and became a member of Paynesville
Christian Church early in life, and served many years as a deacon. We miss seeing him in his usual seat at worship, and
will miss his public prayers. He was a faithful servant. The Bible says, “Be faithful, even to the point of death, and I will
give you the crown of life.” By Joe, minister

This January the congregation and community mourn the passing of PCC deacon, Gwen Bowman. A long time
member of Paynesville Christian Church, Gwen was ordained a deacon in 1985. We remember Gwen as a humble and
guiet man who served the Lord without a lot of fanfare. His servant’s heart and faithfulness will be missed, but we are
confident of the joy that he has found with the Lord. The family has asked that donations in memory of Gwen be made to
the Paynesville Christian Church. By Loren Bair, Elder

“Surely goodness and mercy will follow me all the days of my life, and | will dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.” Psalm 23:6

All the Saints Say, “Amen”



MOVIN~ON~ A communication directory of active
attendees in the congregation was made by Sharon
Huckleberry for each family. Pew cushion fabric
samples have been viewed and an estimate given. A new
sweeper has been purchased. Centennial magnet
calendars were mailed. Opportunities of Service
questionnaires were distributed and returned with great
success. Parking lot improvements needed. New room

almost completed.
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LADIES AID - A joyful Christmas meeting was held at
the beautifully decorated home of Reno Taylor. The
members were decked out in red/green and had special
bead wreaths made by Alethea. A delicious meal was
served by the hostess. The members disclosed their
secret sister for 2006 by opening gifts and drew names
for the 2007 sister. The members told of memorable
Christmas’s and of what they wished for someone else
as a gift this year. Almost 50 gifts were bagged
previously by members for Hickory Creek nursing home
and Linda Sutherland delivered them.

The next meeting will be with Janice Stanley in January
with a soup luncheon. Officers will be elected and plans

for the coming year will be made.
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MISSION ENDEAVORS- The love donation during

the Christmas Season was designated for Memphis
Intercity Community Outreach, Don Todd, director.

The total for the love donation and the Fifth Sunday
target mission for MICO was $313.00. Food deliveries
are made at Easter, Thanksgiving, Christmas, and other
times as needed. This season there were two deliveries.
Both mission projects and the nursing home gifts were

very generously supported by the congregation.
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MOVIE NIGHT- FEBRUARY 11,6 pm

SONSHINERS~ MARCH 4, MEAL & CONCERT

Sympathy to the families of: Gwen Bowman,
Mary Esther Gassert Fields, Bonnie Liter Brindley,
Myrtle Colber Rowlett, Beulah Tomes
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**Sadly Reported from a poll, the Golden Arches

Are now more recognizable than the Christian Cross!
+++++++++++++ A A+
If you wish to contact: Bro Joe McKay~ Box 157

Henryville, In 47126, ph. 812-294-4891

Paynesville Christian Church
% Jonita Hardy
7579 S 850 W
Lexington, In 4713
Bro Joe McKay, minister

FROM THE CORNERSTONE: Since we are fast
approaching the coming centennial celebration, the following
is about the early disciples. 1909 Happenings
February 9 John Ubel of Bethel Christian gave an
excellent talk
February 12 A B Hutsel gave the church an organ.
February 19 Rev W O S Cliff began a series of meetings for
for two or three weeks
March 15 Meeting closed with 28 additions
May 14 Rev McKane of Beechgrove preached
on Saturday night, Sunday morning and night.
June 25 Bro McKane’s sermons resulted in two
additions.
August 20 Rev CIiff in the area preaching
October 14 The Christian Church organized a
Christian Endeavor.
December 19 Preparations are being made for a
Christmas entertainment on Christmas night.

OCTOBER 7, 2007
Plans are being made for the centennial celebration on this
day. A booklet of the history will be printed.
YOUR JOB! Is to send Janice Stanley photos, stories,
baptismal information. 10570 E New London Rd,
Lexington, In 47138 If your name, family, and photos are
not included, it will be because you did not send info to
her. A photo disc is being prepared for viewing during the
celebration. ** Does ANY READER have the quilt
made with Lee Hamilton’s signature, if so, please
contact Janice.
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CHRISTMAS~ Tradition stages on! The nativity scene
with many youth participating was staged on December
17" during the morning worship. The very spiritual
candlelight service was on the 22", Many members and
guests enjoyed the specials and communion during this
service. Adam Bair read a very inspirational and
instructional piece for the lighting of the candles in the
new holders. A large group came for the Christmas Eve

morning worship service. PTL
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WE MET AND WE “ET! To begin the new year, TWO
DOZEN Friends of the Pines waded through a downpour
(no one melted) to enjoy a meal together at the restaurant
called the Pines in Madison. We thank Linda Sutherland
for her efforts in procuring the tables for us as she is an
employee.
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